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Boom Bip
Sacchrilege EP
[Lex; 2007]
Rating: 7.2

Buy it from Insound
Download it from Emusic
Digg this article
Add to del.icio.us

If you're already a Boom Bip fan, there's a chance that his Sacchrilege EP is going to piss you off. Until now, Bryan 
Hollon has produced electronic music for people who don't really like electronic music. His most exceptional work is 
also among his earliest: 2000's Circle album with leprechaun rapper Doseone, an unclassifiable and often nightmarish 
work that approached hip-hop as if it were action painting. But the solo album Seed to Sun and the two EPs that 
followed it found Hollon retreating to the jazzy, directionless territory DJ Shadow made safe for a whole generation of 
so-called experimental DJs.
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Hollon's music began to show signs of life again on 2005's Blue Eyed in the Red Room, an album with relatively 
unfractured beats and analog synth clouds describing coherent melodic arcs. With guest vocals by Super Furry Animals' 
Gruff Rhys (with whom Hollon is collaborating on a full-length project this year) and Nina Nastasia, not to mention a 
welcome transparency, it felt like an album that wanted to engage listeners rather than keep them off-balance. And 
now, the straightforward Sacchrilege culminates Hollon's seven-year transition from pandemonium to order. It's a tight 
quintet of techno-inspired synth jams that have a lot more in common with Eliot Lipp's simple yet vibrant sequencing 
or Ratatat's stadium-sized squelch than Odd Nosdam's soft-focused beat collage.

Emphasis on techno-inspired: Sacchrilege finds Hollon severing his tenuous ties to indie hip-hop and jazz, but it will 
be a bit too rushed and songy for techno buffs. Instead, it's an album of driving electronic pop infused with Krauty 
mechanical pulsations, clubby, night riding synthesizers, and the sort of crystal-clear dynamic shifts Hollon has shied 
away from until now. And it has an infectious enthusiasm-- you can tell Hollon feels stoked to be making music that 
really moves, and in his eagerness, he tries on a variety of styles. Opener "Snook Adis" is an itchy Italo-disco sine 
wave that marks Hollon's first foray into music you could cruise to. "Rat Tail" is splashy, dot-matrix electro, and "The 
Pinks" is glossy new wave with interstellar synths and bucking cowbells. "Coogi Sweater" is a concentrically-rippled 
take on deep house, complete with coolly hedonistic lyrics from Ali Lee: "Make your way/ To the bar/ Put me in your 
fancy car." It's the album's surest sign that Boom Bip is letting his hair down and embracing a value that's often been 
lacking from his otherwise-intriguing music: fun. It's also what stands to alienate listeners who like Boom Bip as a 
defiantly un-jiggy undie auteur. People-- let a player play.

-Brian Howe, July 10, 2007

 Related Reviews & Features

Fri: 02-04-05
Boom Bip
Blue Eyed in the Red Room

Boom Bip builds his second Lex LP from analog instruments and clean, unfractured beats.

Fri: 07-16-04
Boom Bip
Corymb

Warp Records' blossoming hip-hop subsidiary Lex Records offers this remix album of the Cincinnati hip-hop artist's work, 
featuring Boards of Canada, Mogwai, Four Tet, Lali Puna, cLOUDDEAD, and others.

Tue: 07-06-04
Boom Bip
The Use of Unacceptable Colors...

 Related News

Super Furry Animals Prep Album, Tour; Rhys Plays Solo
Boom Bip Releases EP, Tours
Exclusive: MP3: Busdriver: "Less Yes's, More No's"
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Gruff Rhys Coming to America Thanks to Conor Oberst
Super Furry Animals' Rhys Teams With Boom Bip

 Interpo l
Our Love to Admire

 Boom Bip
Sacchrilege EP

 Black Devil Disco Club In Dub
 The For Carnation Promised Works
 Frank Black 93-03

 Gwen Stefani
The Sweet Escape

 Marissa Nadler
Songs III: Bird on the Water

 

  1. Ricardo Villalobos Thè au Harem d'Archiméde
  2. José González Veneer
  3. Electric Six Señor Smoke
  4. Devendra Banhart Niño Rojo
  5. José González Stay in the Shade EP
  6. Sinéad O'Connor Sean-Nós Nua
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  7. Nas Hip Hop Is Dead
  8. Amadou & Mariam Dimanche à Bamako
  9. Nelly Furtado Loose
10. Brightblack Morning Light Brightblack Mo...
11. Of Montreal Hissing Fauna, Are You the D...
12. Joanna Newsom Y s
13. Lindstrom It's a Feedelity Affair
14. Menomena Friend and Foe
15. Modest Mouse We Were Dead Before the Shi...
16. Gwen Stefani The Sweet Escape
17. Clap Your Hands Say Yeah Some Loud Thunder
18. The Shins Wincing the Night Away
19. Deerhoof Friend Opportunity
20. Clipse Hell Hath No Fury
21. Oasis Stop the Clocks
22. Sunn 0))) & Boris Altar
23. The Beatles Love
24. Green Day 1,039/Smoothed Out Slappy Hour...
25. Sally Shapiro Disco Romance
26. The Decemberists The Crane Wife
27. Converge No Heroes
28. Animal Collective Hollinndagain
29. Josef K Entomology
30. Various Artists American Hardcore: The H...
31. Mos Def True Magic
32. Ghostface Killah More Fish
33. Vince Guaraldi A Charlie Brown Christmas
34. Junior Boys So This Is Goodbye
35. Clint Mansell ft. Kronos Quartet & Mogwai The Fountain O...
36. Various The World Is Gone
37. Pavement Wowee Zowee: Sordid Sentinels E...
38. The Wrens Silver / Secaucus
39. Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard, and Ray Price Last of the B...
40. Aloe Blacc Shine Through
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