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Of brass ambition

Can trumpeter Chri

RIS BOTTI leans back in hischair on the

pasio ol a West Hollywoed horal, 1 brasse

romsting. bt Bland sovealied hale. Garbed in

cusinl sweasshirs and slacks, ho eould easily

pass fow 4 young lsading man fram the golden

film era of the "40& sud "Bla. Or, perhaps, one of tha naw,

well-groomed vooalists beginning te revive the classins
from the Great Alerican Bonghooic

What alook &t Botbi — ¢ enently named one of Peap.e

mingerine's Y50 Most Raanhifo] Peonls" — desg ot bring

ris Botti's lush new album horn in on turf dominated by jazz singers?

te maind istha starectypical image of & jazs trumnpetar.

But that's evactly what he 1s. And, although his pests
vigibility has largely bean traced te hls smooth [nee re-
cordings or his work with pop artist Bting, Botti now {s
on the verge of s potentinl earser brealthvensgh of his
owr via the releass of & new Columbis OT), "Whan [ Fall
in Lova” [t's a lush eallection of standard end sontampo-
rary tunas parlormed with rich crvhestesl Dacking,

The album's srylish paskaging, filled with fashion

megasine-ika bBlaek-end-white [Sae Botti; Preje E5]



[ush orchestrations for new album

“ [Bodt, Taw Page £1 |

phatas deploting & ttoody-lpok-
ing Bottl in the campany of o
Danut| i yorng wirti, immedi-
ately supanets thal this s no or-
el imitry fas glbumy If snything, it
recalls some of the covers of the
Mijes Davis LPs of the ‘508 and
0% ik similarly smphasized o
vistial pharscterization Lo mateh
the muzic ioside the album

S ib' na surpelse whien Dokl
mantons Davls — along with
Cnet Baker and Whody Shnw —
s g prime influgnee, And, ate
though hin trumpet sound is
revore texturelly lush then thatol
Davis, the similarities continde
an bl Q0 bracka, “Lek s Tall in
Love," arrangad by Billy Childs
wivldly vecalla the Davis-Ei Ev-
anE moflaboratione Other selac-
tlons —  especlally  standards
suchins*Whon IFall inLove" and
“Tha Nearness of You" — blend
Botil's mpld sétund wikh story-
kalling phrasing reminiacent af
yet ancther aolshowledged dnflu-
prng Frank Sinaboa.

1o town for & few gquick-hit
Figs-and in-store appeardnces,
Battl al, shaksc hishead in wori-
derwhen the G s mentionsd.

T ean’ hardly Bxpress how
mach this album mesns to me"
e séivs. “T wanted to al lesst
make one record ke thisin my
carest — onhg record fof which
people ¢an say, "This suy can
piay the trumpet” No sacusss,
no gaiclng wound up with nemes
and genres and styles Just the
trumpet,”

Wiilen 4 nll wall and good. ex-
eept for the fnet thet “just the
trurmspink™ albums® haven'l been
dolngr well Iataly, wikh Jass (0
strumentalists fargety taking a
Btk sual sines Diana Krall be-
gan to lead & wave of vocallsts
intothe foregrouncd nearly 4 rlec.
mde ago And W5 been a lod on-
e Gl thetl ginee rumpeters
Hprh Alpert, Hugh Masekela
and Chuck Manglone suscess-
fully reached ko the pap world
with buelr gwr brumged visiana

Al of which rafsss an lh-
trigulng guestion aboul the: al-
biarn and (L marikeiling, CanBots
- — during & perind o which
plbuma by Jas singars sesm to
oy bnu e e relesges from inetru-
mentaliits — taks tha logd In od
leirming the trumpst (a5 well as
the mixaphone, the trombane
#te) to |pee promivehes? From
the reansd company's point of
wwimwy, (il miwvinr seerns Lo be yes

“Akand me" says Dot fan-
dir, prasident and ohiaf exeeu-
tive of Sony- Musio Label Grokep
g | Lhe gredl jazs soloisis
did lush ballads with-s0 g Bi-
Eurrs - Shaglie Pasioer, frored
Hpown, CGhet Baker, I0s kindofa
lost gereee, But ! thaught Lhe Lims
wia right for aomectis young
Laka @ snat at (LA lob of actists

have hod recgnt success with vo
cal  standarcls: mloums, and it
searmed 8 naturel deg o haye
Chrisda It from the lnstrumantal
point ol wew,*

Watural, perhaps, but g bit
cisky:. “Batads-with-atrings &l

bums" can cost hundreds of

thousands of datlars to produgs,
and thal ealls for a Gnsncial level
ol raturn not aften resched by
lmzz artists beyord, say, Hrall
But Seny has gotten bebind the
athorm with 8 blitzkrieg af pro-
motion, =nhanced by Bottl's
marketable combination of mu-
sicaiity and good loks.

Baotti has alresdy appeared
on GBS "The Early Show"and at
meveral Borders stores on hoth
coasls; with upeoming clates oo
major tallk and sntérbsinment
stiews and ads (o major naws:
papers, He alsy will perfonm
“Sameana lo Watah Over Ma®
with full oschestra &t the Nobal
Frize peremonles. (0 De televised
worldwide fom Osla, Naray,
fan Ded. [

ARYAK CHAM Lo Awpalsi Plmm
PURE AND SIMPLE: Chris Holli says Ae wanled fo maite “one
racard for which peopis oan sy, "THiE puy can play the rumpat.” "

‘Tneinitial response o all this:
activity appears to Indicals thal
Iehiner's el was worts taking.
The CD antarsd Billboand's Lea-
ditlonal jeme chart at o, | and
the pop album chart st Mo, 124
an Oat. B,

Buttl, however, b reluclant ta
takeanthe mantls ofacrossover
pathfinder. Far him, the aloum
FEpFESGNLE @ MuUch more per-
sanal transillon — dne Lhat 0-
nally allows him to express the
afection for melody, spars and
balanoe that has boen the heart-
=gl af his music Gnce he Nrst
pleked upthe treempel.

He recells the specliic mo-
ment ab-which the antion of -
purdlng an album in which melu-
ay and emution wers
preaminent. It wes, he says, "n
wirtual apiphany® that toek placs
an stage sl Carnegie Hall 1
Apnil Portnering with Sting, be
was seheduled Lo parform & ape-
clally arranged varsion of “Moan
Blver for the annual Bulnfocest
Foundation Senelil Conesrt

"Bting sald, We'll Just go to
the frant of tha stagsand do it,
na microphomes,' " recalls Botil
“Bowe wallcad 1 the Erontaf the
stage. Behind me, Gl Goldstein
was condueting this 50-pteoe or-
chestra plaving a sublime &
mmnfermenl . of ‘Moon  Rived!
Bting's singing, and I'm- pleying
my trumpet, And-as | looksd oul
at tHe audienss, with that in-
cradiiple Jow ol sound Fom Gil's
arrargement weshing over me
nnd Sting and I are standing
there- playing snd singing, look-
Ing &t the audlence, and I'm
thinking, "Man, what have [ bean
doing iy whols carsar® "

What Hotti's heen doing has
Len estabishing agold repuia-
tian B himselt Argt as a de-
pendable band mata for pop art-
Ists sich as Sting. Jon! Mitchell,
Paul Simon and MNatele Mer-
chank, and second az 8 5cla re-
eording artist with six sfbimes ra.
leaged in the lnst dacads,

Bottl waa Born In Postland
Ore., and grew up bn Corvallis,
enoouraged in his mugical goals
by his molhar, a classical planist,
e ghtended Indiana Unlversity
belfbee heading to New Yerk in
1886, jolning Paul Siman's back-
up bung i 1890 and staying with
hlm foF five years before making
his Mgk altum

“he thing | got fram playing
with Sting and Jonl Mitelhell, and
Miles too; of course,” says Botti,
“was the idea of playing with
space;, with belng lyroal, with
finding balance.”

After éxpertencing hig Carrm.
ghe Hill moment of insight, he
deelded that the primacy goel oy
s next albiern woulld be o eme-
phiasize Ehose qualltiss while fes-
turing the sousd of the trimpet,
slong with “great melodies sr-
ranged by great aTTARER s

“Mast ofall, T wintsd to moke
as much of the medond as wa
vould I single takes, Lhe way 3l
classic jass records are mads,
the way Sinatrs made them”

Whethar "When I Fall In
Love" will revive & wider Inlocest
i the rick exotional moods that
sensitive Instrumentalists . can
rreate remains eo Be gean. Buk it
seemms upparent that Botils:
goardng trumpet fres word-
lessly exprasaing the musical po-
eiry in o clagsue SGNES, Dave
ppened a window intg en area of
instrimental Jazs that hes been
closed for tow lang

"1 think there's ar anpetite
oub Lheme for peopls who make
muaic rathe: Lhan thoss who fre
propped up by eomputers” he
says  "Evergone mentlons the
sueeess of Norah Jooes and Di-
ans Krall az exampies of this,
anst there's no question thit they
make great misle, But therss
aigo no reazon why lostndmen-
tiliztg can'h oot fon.”



