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VH1 m ay have  its Diva se rie s, with a line up  of wom e n from  p op , rock  and R&B, but it's 
no m atch for the  Concor d Jazz Fe s tival, w hich p laye d  at the  Philharm onic Ce nte r for the  
Arts on Tue s day night.  

The  fe stival's line up  consiste d  of Karrin Allyson, Ole ta Adam s, Diane  Schuur and 
ne wcom e r Sara Gazare k .  

The s e  wom e n are  true  d ivas. The y have  p le nty of attitud e  and sass, and the y k now how 
to turn out a song. And d e s p ite  the sad ne s s of som e  blue s songs and ballad s the y 
p e r for m e d , the  e ne rgy was high.  

Allyson, w hos e  m ost re ce nt CDs "In Blue" and the  d ouble -Gram m y nom inate d  "Ballad s — 
Re m e m be ring John Coltrane ," re ce ive d  critical acclaim , acte d  as the  show's hoste s s, 
op e ning the  show and introd ucing the  othe r p e r for m e r s.  

She 's an e ne rge tic p e r for m e r, ge sturing and m oving to the  m usic as she  sings. She  
op e ne d  with a sam ba-flavore d  r e nd ition of "Might As We ll Be  Sp ring," and he r live ly 
p e r for m ance  s e t the  tone  for the  e ntir e  e ve ning.  

Allyson p e r for m e d  a coup le  of tune s from  he r up com ing CD, "Wild For You": Jim m y 
We bb's "The  Moon Is a Harsh Mistr e s s" and Joni Mitche ll's "He lp  Me ."  

She  and Gazare k  joine d  up  for a d ue t on a Duk e  Ellington tune , and Gazare k  sang a 
coup le  on he r ow n, includ ing a m e d le y of "Black bird /Bye Bye  Black bir d," w hich had a 
d r um  solo by Tod d Strait at the  e nd .  

Gazare k  is still in colle ge  and jok e d  about m issing a class to p e r for m , inquiring if anyone  
wante d  to w rite  a six- to e ight-p age  p ap e r for he r about Gre e k  m ythology.  

She 's sche d ule d  to re le as e a d e but album  on Concor d late r this ye ar; I sus p e ct the labe l 
has te am e d  he r up  with the s e wom e n to have  he r le arn about touring and p e r for m ing 
from  the  p ros, ge t som e  m or e  stage  tim e , and to introd uce  he r to aud ie nce s.  

Allyson also sang a d ue t with Ole ta Adam s d uring the  first half: "Good Morning 
He artache ."  

It's obvious that Allyson won som e  ne w fans, as p e op le  flock e d  to the  m e rchand is e  table  
at the  e nd  of the  show, snap p ing up  he r CDs.  



Pianist Laura Caviani had som e  im p r e s sive  solos d uring the  first s e t, re ce iving re p e ate d  
ap p laus e .  

Adam s and Schuur d om inate d  the  s e cond half of the  show, with Adam s tak ing the  p iano 
and be lting out a num be r of tune s, includ ing "Circle  of One " and a funk y, soulful ve r sion 
of "Ne w York  State  of Mind" that —am azingly — m ad e  you forge t the  Billy Joe l original.  

Re gr e ttably, she  d id n't p e r for m  he r ve r sion of Bre nd a Russ e ll's "Ge t He r e ," w hich had 
be e n such a hit in the  e arly '90s.  

He r rich voice  re fle cte d  he r e arly gos p e l up bringing.  

Unfortunate ly, the  s econd half s e e m e d  too am p lifie d  for the  ve nue , e s p e cially De nny 
Em bre y's e le ctric guitar p laying, w hich se e m e d  a little  shrill at tim e s. It was alm ost as if 
the  sound  balance was se t for a rock  show rathe r than a jazz conce rt.  

Schuur clos e d  the  show, singing favorite s such as "De e d le s' Blue s," "Whe n Octobe r 
Goe s," from  he r late st CD, "Mid night," and a swinging ve r sion of "Be sam e  Mucho."  

The  Phil crow d, unfortunate ly, is rare ly one  for dancing, but wor d has it that the  thr e e  
othe r singe r s w e r e  salsa dancing back stage  as Schuur p e r for m e d .  

Schuur can swing, she  can scat, and she  can jive . It's no wond e r she 's be e n calle d  The  
First Lad y of Jazz.  

Adam s cam e  out and d id a d ue t of "Storm y Monday Blue s" with Schuur; it was a p le asur e  
to he ar the s e  two wom e n trad e  line s and d o a call-and-re s p onse . The y s e e m e d  to bring 
out the  be st in each othe r.  

For an e ncore , all four sang Al Gre e n's "Le t's Stay Toge the r," with Schuur and Gazare k  
and Adam s and Allyson te am ing up  on d ue ts.  

It was a rousing finish, with Adam s and Allyson bre ak ing into dance  toge the r.  

The s e  singe r s all s e e m  to have  a ge nuine  affe ction for e ach othe r, and the ir joy in 
p e r for m ing was obvious.  

Schuur, e s p e cially, dis p laye d  a m ischie vous wit, jok ing with the  crow d.  
The  e ve ning ne ve r lagge d . It was glorious to he ar the s e  four d iffe r e nt voice s and style s, 
and how the y sound e d  w he n the y team e d  up  with each othe r for d ue ts and quarte ts. I just 
re ve le d  in the  be autiful d ive r sity of the s e  wom e n's voice s. 


