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Judy Collins captivated the audience during
an amazingly intimate evening at the Lobero.
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Sings Like Heaven
An Evening with_Judy Collins. At the Lobero Theatre,

Friday, March 18. SO A
Reviewed by Paul Chiment

ith the presence of an angel, and a voice to match, Judy Collins

made her long anticipated return to Santa Barbara Friday

evening at the Lobero Theatre. As she walked on stage dressed
in a long white satin gown, a crutch in one hand and a 12-string guitar
in the other, the room filled with palpable adoration. Collins, slightly
hobbled by a recent ski injury; is one of a handful of artists whose class
and grace are truly timeless. :

Throughout the evening, Collins mixed music, poetry, and story-
telling, sharing songs and vignettes drawn from her experiences as a
child growing up in Colorado and her long career as a folk artist. The
subjects of her often humorous stories ranged from her collaborative
relationship with Canadian singer/songwriter/poet Leonard Cohen to
the surreal experience of helping the ultraconservative senator Orrin
Hatch develop his songwriting skills. Whether singing or speaking,
Collins captivated the audience during an amazingly intimate evening.

Backed by talented musical director and keyboardist Russell Walden,
Collins was frequently joined in song by most of the audience. She per-
formed a wide variety of songs—from her 1975 Grammy Song of the
Year, “Send in the Clowns,” to favorite commercial jingles from her youth.
Her voice pitch-perfect and strong, she did a beautiful rendition of the
song that made her leave Mozart and pick up the guitar more than 40
vears ago, “The Ballad of Barbara Allen: The Rose and the Briar.” Collins,
who calls New York home, shared her post-9/11 experiences with New
York’s firefighters through a poignant song about their tragic loss and
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