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It's a good year for British female vo-
calists so far. Leona Lewis is burning up
the charts, Amy Winehouse swept
most of the Grammys and acts such as
Adele
Bethel's Sons &
Daughters are
freshening the rock
scene. The Duke
Spirit (featuring the
distinctively husky, faint-
ly exotic vocal stylings of Liela Moss) is
the latest rock-styled present for
American ears. The upbeat tunes
sometimes sound ordinary, but when
the band takes the tempo down, the
effect is often attractively melodic and
intriguingly unsettling at the same
time. — Ken Barnes

>>Download: Wooden Heart, My Sunken
Treasure, Sovereign >>SKkip: You Really
Wake Up the Love in Me



WALKING
ON WATER

The Duke Spirit are making
sure their second coming isn’t
a wash-out. By Fiona Byrne.
Photographed by Lucy Hamblin
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LINER NOTES

THE DUKE SPIRIT Neptune (Shangri-la Music)

If wimpo rock (i.e. Travis) is
dead, this is absolutely one of
the bands that assisted in its
glorious murder. Blonde
bombshell Liela Moss is like
Blighty’s own Brigitte Bardot
(minus the shite politics), her
arousing, husky-voiced sexuality giving the impression
she would as soon devour you as seduce you. Her
boys back her up with the sort of colossal but
intensely visceral riffs worthy of Suede or the Jesus
and Mary Chain. “Without joy, joy, joy and the rain/1
could feel forever the same,” Moss howls. Fortunately,
this one’s a bloody monsoon. —ken Scrudato
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